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EDITORIALS 


Our Desperate Need of 
Spiritual Power 


Richard Baxter in the “Reformed Pastor,” 
over two hundred years ago, said, “And I con- 
fess I see in some ministers so little of the fire 
of Divine love, and Christian charity, and com- 
passion, n°t heavenly mindedness, nor an hum- 
ble sense of their own infirmities; and so much 
of the zeal which James describeth, (James 
3:14-15).” The Evangelist John Mark in the 
first century declared “And they went forth, 
and preached everywhere, the Lord working 
with them, and confirming the word with signs 
following.”’ 


In our own day Dr. A. W. Tozer, a Lutheran 
minister whom the Lord has signally blessed 
in Southside Chicago, declares ‘““That breed of 
mild, harmless Christian grown in our genera- 
tion is but a poor sample of what the grace of 
God can do when it operates in power in a 
human heart. ... The greatest proof of our 
weakness these days is that there is no longer 
anything terrible or mysterious about us. .— 
If we ever again impress unsaved men with 
a wholesome fear of the supernatural we must 
have once more the dignity of the Holy Spirit; 
we must know again that awe-inspiring mystery 
which comes upon men and churches when they 
are full of the power of God.” 


Our denominational statistics are most im- 
pressive and encouraging whether we look at 
the tables concerning souls or dollars. But are 
we satisfied with the appalling lack of true 
Godliness and Spiritual drive in the lives of 
most of our people today? Too often the “sound 
as of a rushing wind” of the upper room has 
become the delightful zephyr of an air-condi- 
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ticned sanctuary that leaves the believer com- 
fortable but smug and powerless in the service 
of Christ. We have no objection to air-condi- 
tioning for it certainly helps in many places. 
Perhaps we have lost, however, our vision of 
that early Jerusalem church and as a matter ol 
fact, the church of the first three centuries. It 
had its faults and its shortcomings even as we 
do, but its heart undoubtedly pulsed with a 
fervor and a faith that we seem to be foreign 
to in this hour. How it needs to be said of 
us today, as it was said of them after one ol 
their stirring prayer meetings, “And when they 
had prayed the place was shaken where they 
were assembled together; and they were all 
filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spoke the 
word of God with boldness.” 


Our need for a new unity, for doctrinal 
purity and heavenly power is hardly debat- 
able. Divisions, denials of the truth and a 
paralysis of our heavenly witness are all too 
evident. Not only is orthodoxy necessary, but 
fervor, love and the dynamic of the Spirit. They 
are imperative if we would please our King 
and Saviour. Our creeds may be entirely cor- 
rect - the products of centuries of thought and 
recital and yet the “Breath of God” be sadly 
missing in our lives and in the testimony for 
our blessed Lord. 


Ours is to such a large extent, a Christless 
world. It is a place where men, if they do not 
bow down to false gods; stocks of wood and 
stone, they listen to blasphemous ideologies 
that teach them to hate our God and despis« 
our Christ. Their zeal is a burning one—ours 
must be greater if we would successfully match 
and overcome the world. May we offer a sug 
gestion that, if we would recapture the Scrip- 
tural grandeur of faith and obedience in the 
life of our church, that we resort to impor 
tunate united prayer in a new way. It is not ® 
Covenant of Prayer we would suggest, for we 
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lorget so easily, but it is a Concourse of Prayer 
that we centure is desperately needed. To be 
verv specific, we would advance the idea that 
eatherings might be held for a Day of Fasting 
and Prayer,—perhaps, in each synod. Let those 
who would, gather in a central place and give 
the day or days for that purpose. Some sacrifice 
must be made or there is nothing on the altar 
lor the heavenly fire to consume. Doubtless there 
will be many confessions of barrenness, and 
need but also many outpourings of heartfelt 
intercessicn for genuine revival in the Body of 
Christ. We can also visualize the starting later 
on, of many prayer groups in local churches 
and communities that the tongues of flame may 
«ntinne to burn and never go out. If you are 
interested in this suggestion, we earnestly re- 
quest that vou write the Editor of the Journal 
your thoughts about the matter and tell him 
of your willingness to cooperate. Yes, it will 
take time - money - energy and desire but we 
believe the possibilities are enormous. Do we 
dare to trust the word of the living God? ‘Call 
upon me and | will answer thee and will show 
thee great and mighty things which thou 
knowest not.” —R.W.C. 


Page Doctor Osler! ! 


This was the gentleman who is reported to 
have said sixty years of age is the limit of ef- 
ficiency in men, and at that point in their 
existence they should be chlorotormed. Dr. Wil- 
liam Osler was a noted physician in Montreal 
General Hospital; later, physician-in-chief at 
Johns Hopkins; still later, professor of Medi- 
cine in Oxtord University, and while in Eng- 
land, was created a baronet; died in 1919 at 
the age of 70; but if he was alive today we 
would like to call his attention to a very promi- 
nent minister in the Southern Presbyterian 
Church who has gone 30 years past “the chloro- 
lorm milestone’ and who was an active pastor 
13 years, now “emeritus,” but still preaching (61 
vears) and delivered his anniversary sermon on 
his 90th birthday last August 7th in the First 
Presbyterian Church of Waco, Texas, where he 
has been pastor 34 years. This is Rev. Charles 
Turner Caldwell, D.D. Last month he jour- 
neyed from Waco to Weaverville by bus to at- 
tend the annual meeting of The Southern Pres- 
byterian Journal supporters, the distance over 
4 thousand miles, and several changes. He ar- 
rived at Weaverville hale and hearty and greatly 
enjoyed the meeting (as see the closing para- 


graph of this sketch), but his friends protested 
against his going by bus that long return trip 
to Waco. They even went os far as to make 
a reservation by plane (several offering to pay 
for the ticket) but the Dector courteously de- 
clined, saying he had told his Waco friends he 
was well able to make the round trip by bus 
and would take a particular satisfaction in it. 
Here is his most interesting account of that 
return trip: 


“Had to change bus stations at Birmingham 
where | arrived at midnight. No taxi or red- 
cap in sight. I am forbidden to carry my bags, 
but I had to walk several blocks to get the 
other bus. I struck out, arriving only to see 
my bus leaving the station. I saw a taxi there 
and told the driver to “catch that bus!’’ He knew 
Birmingham by heart, and you never saw such 
a race, even in day time, as that man made— 
down one street into another, avoiding traffic, 
but, putting on all his power and blasts, he 
finally after splitting Birmingham wide open, 
overtcok that bus—And I'm here! 


“By all means perpetuate these Summer con- 
vocations!” 


In his letter, Dr. Caldwell makes the follow- 
ing ccmments cn the Weaverville meeting: 


“It was a great day—great for our church and 
for every one who attended. It put new hope, 
vigor and spirit in every soul. It lifted me. 
I had looked forward to it with high expecta- 
tion and my cup ran over. From that day we 
have a new guarantee. Not that we had lost 
heart, but the battle has been hard and _ long, 
and those who had borne the brunt of it were 
in need of reinforcements. They got it there, 
I am sure. We should have given a vote of 
gratitude to all you valiants who have been so 
wise, so patient and gracious during these try- 
ing years and who face the future with assur- 
ance of victory for the Cross. I wish our 
whole church could be enlisted in some sore 
of a covenant of prayer. Overture the Assem- 
bly to select a committee of men who are sym- 
pathetic and fit to get our whole church on 
its knees. I believe our church can be 
brought into a real covenant of prayer for this 
one purpose—getting our spirits in trim to win 
men to Christ. A daily prayer can be secured 
more readily than once a week. Memory will 
fail if only once a week. But the importance 
is great enough to call us to our closets each 
day for the power of the Holy Spirit to possess 
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and direct us. How I would love to live to see 
this done! I believe it can be done. I believe 
it should be done.” 


Thus comes an echo from the “annual meet- 
ing’ from the mind and heart of one who has 
both experience and wisdom. W.CS. 


The Saviour of Sinners 


WHO IS MADE UNTO US 
RIGHTEOUSNESS FROM GOD. 
I Tim. 1.15; I Cor. 1.30; Rom. 10.4; 2 Cor. 5.18. 


As God the Father brings us and keeps us 
in fellowship with Himself through the forgive- 
ness of sins, even so Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners. “Christ considers all men 
as sinners. He admits no saints, and rejects 
those who claim to be holy.” (Luther). He 
reigns over those who ccnfess themselves to be 
sinners, and who, renouncing their own works, 
find their righteousness in Him. 


The whole of God’s saving work from its 
purpose of election in eternity past to the un- 
folding of the kindness of the Father’s heart 
in the ages to come is in and through Jesus 
Christ. To a woman troubled by election, 
Luther sail: “Hear the Incarnate Son, He freely 
cffers thee Flimsclf as Predestination.’”’ Calvin 
adds that “:he love which God had for us be- 
fore the foundation of the world was founded 
on Christ,” and “no man is loved by God but in 
Christ.” 


The blessed truth of Christ’s place in justifica- 
tion is set in the opening words of the great 
Heidelberg Catechism thus: “My only comfort 
in life and death is that I, with body and soul, 
both in life and death, am not my own, but 
belong unto my faithful Saviour Jesus Christ, 
Who with His precious blood has {ully satisfied 
for all my sins, and delivered me from the power 
of the devil; and so preserves me, that without 
the will of my heavenly Father, not a hair can 
fall from my head; yea, that all things must 
be subservient to my salvation. And therefore, 
by His Holy Spirit, He also assures me of 
eternal life, and makes me sincerely willing and 
ready, henceforth to live for Him.” 


God established His righteousness for us men 
and for our salvation in Christ, by His life of 
obedience and His death as a sacrifice for our 
sins. As by the disobedience of Adam the many 
were made sinners, so by the obedience of Jesus 
Christ are the many made righteous. The wrath 
of God is revealed from heaven against all un- 
righteousness and ungodliness of men, but God 
set Christ forth in His blood as a propitiation 
for sins that we might be delivered from the 
wrath to come. By making Him Who knew no 
sin to be sin for us, we are made the righteous- 
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ness of God in Him. The curse that was pro- 
nounced against sin fell on Him the sin-bearer, 
so that God is shown to be just even when He 
justifies the sinner who believes in Jesus. And 
having endured the full penalty of our sins, 
Christ was raised in the blessedness of pure 
righteousness. He was made unto us RIGHT- 
EOUSNESS from God. Accordingly, He is the 
end of the law for righteousness to everyone 
who believes. 


We conservatives need to keep in mind the 
full humanity of Jesus in considering our justi- 
fication. We are not justified by the infusing 
of a righteousness from His Divine nature, al- 
though of course He is righteous in His Divine 
nature - as is the Father and the Holy Spirit. 
Our righteousness comes cut of His human life, 
out of the obedience through the years of hu- 
miliation, cut of the human agonies of nerves 
crushed and bedy rent and blocd shed on Cal- 
vary. There in the midst of our human history 
God established His righteousness for our justi- 
fication. The living Lord brings this justifica- 
tion to us as He calls His sheep by name and 
leads them forth, and we need all cf His Divine 
might and glory to see us through the pitfalls 
of this life and keep us to the day of His glory. 
But the righteousness which God imputes to 
us is the obedience of our Elder Brother; the 
propitiation for our sins is the sacrifice of the 
Lamb of God. And this is the whole ground of 
our justification. 


Not the labours of my hands 
Can fulfill Thy law’s demands 
Thou must save, and Thou alone. 


We are not saved on the ground of Christ 
and faith. We are saved on the ground of Christ. 
It is misleading to say that Christ met the de- 
mands of one covenant and faith the demands 
of another. Christ met the conditions of salva- 
tion, and faith is the naked hand of the beggar 
that putteth on Him—on Him alone—for justi- 
fication. Some try to see how much they can 
pack into our faith as though that were the 
ground of our salvation somewhat as Rome 
makes the efficacy of faith to be its love.  In- 
deed Roman Catholic fides formata charitate 
rests salvation on the love we exercise toward 
God; while the Reformation rests it on the love 
we trust, the love of God which acted for us 
in Christ.  W.CLR. 
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The Resurrection of the Dead, 


or Merely the Immortality 
of the Soul? Which? 


The Ingersoll Lecture on Immortality de- 
livered at Harvard University twenty-eight 
years ago by Dr. H. E. Fosdick was an eloquent 
re-phrasing of Plato’s argument for the im- 
mortality of Socrates set forth in the Phaedo. 
On the same lectureship this April, Dr. Oscar 
Cullmann confronted the assumption that the 
soul is naturally immortal, self-existent and in- 
destructible with the Bible doctrine of the resur- 
rection of the dead. Without concurring in 
every element of Dr. Cullmann’s position, we 
welcome this turn from philosophy to the Bible. 


For Socrates the soul lives in the world of 
the eternal ideas and longs to be free from the 
prison-house of the body which lives in the op- 
posite world of the flesh and matter. The Greeks 
had a pessimistic view of the material world 
and of the body and consequently an optimistic 
view of death. Socrates embraced death as the 


friend who liberates from the strait jacket of © 
the body. 


On the contrary the Bible sees earth as well 
as heaven made by God and found good. God 
made man as a unit in which are both soul 
and body, or the inner and the outer man. And 
this whole man sinned and brought upon him- 
self the curse of death. Accordingly, the Bible 
has an optimistic view of the earth and of man’s 
body as God made it; with a pessimistic view of 
death as the wages of sin. Now this whole man 
is redeemed by Christ, Who paid the penalty 
of sin in His death and brought life and im- 
mortality to light through His resurrection. Im- 
mortality or incorruption are not natural pos- 
sessions of man, but come to mortal, corruptible 
man from the Redeemer. In ourselves we stand 
in fear of Him Who is able to destroy both 
soul and body in Hell. Only he that has the 
Son has the life. 


For philosophy, flesh is related to the senses 
and the sensual, spirit to the mind and the 
intellect. In Isaiah 31.3, the contrast between 
spirit and flesh is synonymous with the dis- 
tinction between God and man. In Paul, flesh 
and spirit are two opposing powers that enter 
man from without. From fallen Adam, flesh 
is the power of sin and death for the whole 
man, yet it is linked more closely to the outer 
man. From the risen Christ, spirit is the power 
of God working in the whole man, but united 
more closely in this life to the inner man. Ac- 
cordingly, our inner man is renewed day by 
day by this power of His resurrection, even 
while outer man is decaying. Yet where the Holy 
Spirit is there death retreats, on occasion, even 
in the body, e.g. by the healing of the sick, 
and the ordering of life. 
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Neither in this life, nor at death, however, 
is man transformed into a _ spiritual body. 
Lazarus must die again; in the true sense only 
Christ is the firstborn from the dead. At the 
COMING of Christ in GLORY the whole man 
which God made in His own image, which be- 
came dead on account of sin, is resurrected and 
transformed by the quickening power of the 
Holy Spirit. Our citizenship is in heaven 
whence also we look for a Saviour Who will 
change these bodies of our humiliation into the 
likeness of the BODY of His glory. Indeed, 
this Resurrection Power effects a renewal of 
the whole creation, Rom 8.19, 2 Peter 3.13, a 
new heaven and a new earth in which dwells 
righteousness. Not at death but at the Parousia, 
not for the soul alone but for the man, not on 
the ground of one’s own accomplishments or 
philosophising but on the ground of what 
Another did for us—the saving acts of God in 
Christ—the Holy Spirit raises us to life ever- 
lasting. As Christ rose by a mighty miracle after 
He was fully dead, so those that are His shall 
be raised at His COMING in a new creation 
with a body that is incorruptible, glorious, 
deathless, mighty, spiritual, fit for the New 
Jerusalem in the new heavens and the new earth. 

Between one’s individual death and the Res- 
urrection, the Old Testament spoke of Sheol, 
and the New speaks of Abraham’s bosom, of 
Paradise, of those who sleep in Jesus, of wait- 
ing underneath the altar in heaven, crying 
‘How long,” of departing to be with Christ. 
In 2 Cor.4.16-5.10 the Apostle longs to live to 
the COMING of Christ that the Resurrection 
body may be put on over this one, as an over- 
coat, that the inner man may not be naked 
at death. But this undesirable state of death- 
nakedness is more than compensated for by the 
knowledge that death means going to be with 
Christ. Even so this unclothed state of the soul 
or the inner man is not the final situation— 
it is not the whole man living a personal, ever- 
lasting life. It is not yet the whole mortal man 
being swallowed up in the victory of life. 

The eyes of Socrates focus on death; the 
eyes of Paul on the resurrection from the dead. 
The philosopher glories in the soul as immortal, 
immaterial, unbegotten, needing nothing from 
God. The Apostle glories in the LORD from 
Whom he needs all things. From the death 
and resurrection of Christ, the old man, dead 
in trespasses and sins, receives everlasting life. 
This change is felt now in the inner man, and 
is consummated at the Parousia by the Resur- 
rection of the whole man. D-day occurred in 
Christ’s Resurrection; V-day will surely come 
with Christ’s return and the Resurrection of the 
dead. Meanwhile, Christ renews the inner man, 
keeps Satan from snatching the believer in the 
hour of death, takes his inner man to be with 
Himself at death—there to abide until the 
Resurrection of the dead at the Parousia. 

—W. C. R. 
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The Ecumenical Movement 
SOME QUESTIONS 


“The ecumenical movement in recent years 
has grown apace. We now have a National 
Council of Churches (as do many other na- 
tions) , a World Council of Churches, with some 
one hundred and sixty-three constituent denom- 
inations, an American Council of Churches, and 
an International Council of Churches. Presby- 
terians have also a World Presbyterian Alliance 
with some sixty ccenstituent Churches of forty- 
two countries, and other denominational groups 
have similar world bodies. Moreover, there are 
world missionary organizations and other special 
groups of many kinds. All of this means there 
are “wheels within wheels’ and “wheels on top 
of wheels” in order that the procession may be 
kept moving. 


“To promote these organizations adequately; 
to hold annual, biennial, or quadrennial as- 
semblies, as these organizations do; to pay travel 
expenses and entertainment of their officers and 
delegates; to maintain headquarters and regional 
offices; and to keep the Christians of the world 
informed of their plans and work are matters 
which require both large numbers of personnel 
and increasingly large sums of money. These 
facts give rise to some questions: 


“Are we using for such purposes too many 
of our ablest men and women, taking them 
away largely from the first and supreme task 
of the Church—that of winning souls to Christ 
and ‘building them up in the knowledge and 
admonition of the Lord’? 


“Are we spending on these matters large 
amounts of Christian funds that might better 
be expended in evangelism, world missions, 
home missions, and the other basic causes of 
the Church? 


“In a word, are we building an ecumenical 
Church at the cost of more fundamental things 
—and is it worth the cost? 


“We merely raise these questions; we do not 
undertake to answer them here. We confess 
we do not know the answers. Nor are we mak- 
ing any attack cn the ecumenical movement. 
If it is of the Lord, as many of its promoters 
sincerely believe, ‘Ye cannot overthrow it’ 
(Acts 5:39). But we think these questions and 
others like them are worthy of serious consid- 
eration and that the answers to them should be 
sought.” 


The above editorial, copied from the Christian 
Observer of August 24th, is but another evi- 
dence that many Churchmen are taking a sober- 
ing second look at the ecumenical movement and 
its implications. 
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Instead of being a movement to witness 10 
the spiritual unity of Christian believes 
around the world, it is becoming increasing.y 
clear that, in the eyes of many of its leadets, 
it is paramount in itself. 


In the vision of some of its early leaders it — 
was a witness to the unity which comes froin | 


a common faith. Now it is rapidly becoming 


an organization dedicated to ecclesiastical pres- 


sures and controls and propaganda, from which 3 


the articles of the Christian faith have been ban- 
ished to a corner where they become matters 
which are minor and elective rather than of 
vital importance. 


In its spiritual concept the ecumenical move- 
ment is Scriptural and it is eternally right. In 
its present condition, and under its predomin- 
ating leadership, it can lead to a tragic betrayal 
of Christianity itself. If amy would doubt this 
statement let him make this test: ask for a 
simple statement of the content of the Christian 
faith and it will invariably be denied. Why? 
Because its present concept is that of a great 
Church in which will be gathered men of every 
shade of belief and unbelief. 


The New Testament view of the Church is 
a group of believers—believers in a Person; Who 
He was, What He did, and, what we must do 
about Him. While there is abundant room for 
variations of interpretation on many matters, 
there is no room for question about the Person 
and Work of Christ, the Son of God. 


It is our prediction that the ecumenical move- 
ment, as now constituted, will come under in- 
creasing and critical scrutiny. —L. N. B. 


Evil Advice 
By Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 


In the popular magazine Look, issue of Sep- 
tember -6, 1955, page 35, someone raises the 
question whether he (or she) should keep the 
pre-marriage promise to raise his children Ro- 
man Catholics. He is not a Catholic, he regrets 
the promise, he wants to take the children to 
his own church, but is troubled by the promise 
the Roman church once extracted from him. 


Norman Vincent Peale gives the answer. He 
asserts that to break the promise would be dis- 
honorable. A promise once made should be 
kept, no matter how difficult the keeping may 
be. 


Another question is, Does Dr. Peale give good 
advice? 

To answer this last question, let us ask an- 
other. Is it always right to keep a_ promise? 
Suppose, and this supposition is not so far re- 
moved from the sordid realities of life, that one 
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criminal promises anotner to murder a chosen 
victim. Should he, if he comes to regret his 
promise, commit the murder even if it is now 
distasteful to him? When we thus canvass the 
range of possible promises, we see clearly that 
it is not always honorable to keep a promise. 
The only promises that are honorable to keep 
are honorable promises. It is never right to 
keep a promise to do wrong. The second wrong 
does not erase the first wrong. 


Anyone who promises to raise his or her chil- 
dren as Romanists is sinning. It is a sin to 
promise to induce children to worship images. 
The Romanists, who bow to statues and who 
pray to the Virgin, are idolaters. To persuade 
anyone so to act is a sin. The promise is a sin 
and the carrying out of the promise is a worse 


sin. A person who is troubled because of hav- 
ing made such a promise should be urged to 
repent and to sin no more. Any contrary advice 
is evil advice. | 


Of course, it would have been better not to 
have made the promise in the first place. When 
a boy and girl fall in love, one or both of 
them may lose a sense of value. He or she 
may do or promise ill-considered actions. And 
a warning, such as this article, may not be well 
received. But if young people can fix their 
principles ahead of time, if they can take a 
firm stand against idolatry before they fall in 
love, they may well avoid falling in love with 
the wrong person. And they may be able to 
see through some of the evil advice that is 
served up in the popular magazines. 


THE LAYMAN’S PLEA 


By L. Nelson Bell, F. A. C. S. 


The American layman’s plea today is that the 
Protestant ministry shall not take from him his 
Bible and offer in its stead a mutilated and dis- 
credited book. 


And yet, that is exactly what is taking place, in 
so far as human efforts ever succeed against God 
and His Word; for it is a fact that in America to- 
day theological education is only too often shot 
through with a consistent and concerted attempt 
to change the attitude of ministerial students 
from one of faith in the complete authority and 
integrity of the Bible to one of reevaluation of 
the Scriptures along the lines of a largely human 
document, some to be accepted, other parts to 
be rejected—and all on the basis of human de- 
duction, speculation and reason. 


And, the most exasperating thing of all is 
that questioning of and unbelief in many parts 
of the Word of God continues at points where 
more recent discoveries and scholarship have 
confirmed the record and _ discredited earlier 
rejection. 


There is a good deal of pious talk about the 
return to the orthodox faith on the part of 
former liberals and modernists. The thing the 
laymen would rejoice to see, if this be true, is 
an open confession by these liberals that they 
were wrong and that they have recanted from 
and rejected their former aberrations from the 
historic evangelical faith. 


Instead of this we find the rather amazing 
assumption that wherever theological belief (or 
unbelief) happens to be at any particular time, 
that that is the final word. 
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On the other hand, the layman feels that 
the final word is to be found in the Word of 
God and he hates to see those to whom he has 
the right to look for spiritual leadership them- 
selves living in a flux of varying opinions on 
essential doctrines of Christianity. By experi- 
ence and by observation the average layman 
takes the Bible at face value. He is perfectly 
willing, even anxious to understand it better; 
the times in which it was written, the back- 
ground of the writers, the conditions obtaining 
in the areas under discussion, as well as a com- 
posite picture of God’s marvelous plan of re- 
demption and of man’s complete dependence on 
His redeeming grace. 


But, he rightfully resents the assumption that 
the final authority, both as to the authenticity 
and the meaning of the Scriptures is to be found 
in a “scholarship” which has been abysmally 
wrong again and again and which often seems 
to make a concerted effort to undermine and 
destroy the foundations of faith itself. The lay- 
man believes that the Holy Spirit is the great 
teacher and the final arbiter in things of the 
Word, and he is becoming increasingly restive 
under a leadership which arrogates to itself the 
right to discredit the Book in the name of 
“scholarship.” 


There can be little doubt that the interest, 
and concern, of laymen is mounting. In recent 
weeks we have talked to several men from the 
North, one a Presbyterian of national stature, 
the other a Methodist, equally well known. Both 
of these men expressed independently to the 
writer that in their opinion the hope of the 
Church is an aroused laity—men and women 
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who become aware of what is taking place in 
theological educational circles today and who, 
through the exercise of their lay privileges and 
rights in their respective denominations, bring 
a halt to the propagation of unbelief in the 
realm of theological education. 


Without soliciting the information, two recent 
students from an outstanding theological insti- 
tution told of the teaching they had personally 
received, which, when added all together, but 
for the maturity of the faith and spiritual ex- 
perience of these students, would have complete- 
ly undermined their belief in the vital elements 
of the Christian faith. Both came from strong 
Christian homes and had their college work in 
State institutions. 


In the negative teaching these students had 
received specific doctrines were mentioned: The 
resurrection of our Lord? - “Historic evidence 
questionable.” What about Paul in I Cor. 
15? - “Paul could have been wrong.” ‘The 
Virgin Birth? - “Belief in this is not essential.” 
Our Lord’s references to the Old ‘Testament 
record? “He was limited by His humanity and 
could well have made mistakes and misinterpre- 
tations.” The New Birth? - “Only a figure of 
speech.” And so on - a sorry and dreary list 
of negative positions and assumptions. 


At no place was the Scriptural record above 
question. Both its accuracy and authority were 
subject to human evaluation, with the final de- 
cision left to man’s reason. Christian friends - 
and this is written to the readers of this Journal 
in every state in the union and in a score of 
denominations - laymen are rightly questioning 
the right of those holding such negative attitudes 
to hold positions of great trust and responsibil- 
ity, such as is the case of those who teach in 
our theological seminaries. 


This is a strange - and an ominous situation. 
But strangest of all, these professors, speaking 
in the name of scholarship, are actually promul- 
gating destructive critical views which are them- 
selves outmoded. To mention but a few: as 
one scientist has stated - ““The atom bomb has 
made belief in the creation story scientifically 
credible.” Again, archaeology is pushing back 
farther and farther the curtain of early history 
and as it does so statements in the Old Testa- 
ment, long discredited by “assured scholarship,” 
are now found to be amazingly factual. The 
Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch is accepted 
by more and more scholars. The deutero-Isaiah 
theory, so dear to the liberal, is finding scant 
comfort as the recently discovered Dead Sea 
scrolls are studied. The pinning of the “pious 
fraud” label on prophetic scriptures is not quite 
as “certain” as it once was because thinking 
men are beginning to realize that elimination 
of the supernatural and prophetic elements in 
Scripture, carried to its logical conclusion, 
eliminates the central message of the Scripture 
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itself. Those “scholars” who rejected the Gospel 
of John, or questioned its validity, are taking 
a second look and many are accepting it as 
both historical and accurate. Paul, attacked as 
unloving and dogmatic, is being found in com- 
plete harmony with the Lord he so faithfully 
served. 

One could mention many other places where 
the Higher Critic has become increasingly dis- 
credited. But, his earlier assumptions are still 
being taught by some who, having somewhere 
along the course of their own theological train- 
ing been thoroughly brain-washed and then in- 
doctrinated, continue to pass along unbelief 
masquerading as scholarship. 


The layman is becoming increasingly irked be- 
cause the Bible which is being discredited by the 
theologian is the same Bible that he, the lay- 
man, knows works. It is the Book he has found 
reliable when taken in faith and acted upon 
in faith, He knows that it works, not only in 
his own life but also in the lives of others who 
accept it as God’s Word. 


Furthermore he knows that this is neither 
obscurantism nor anti-intellectualism. Rather it 
is the attitude which a child of God should have 
to His divine revelation, an attitude which God 
has honored and one which has brought peace, 
comfort, hope - yes, and the knowledge of salva- 
tion to untold thousands down through the 
centuries. 


Finally, the layman is beginning to take a 
long look at the effect and result of liberal the- 
ology. Where is the power of the Holy Spirit 
in the work of those who have cut loose from 
the evangelical faith? Oh yes, they can promote 
a program and they can be tremendously active, 
but, what about winning lost sinners to Christ 
as Savior and Lord? (This is neatly side-stepped 
by minimizing sin and emphasizing social and 
personality mal-adjustments.) Where is the joy 
and inspiration once found in hearing sermons 
from and about the Word of God? The average 
layman leaves his church with a sense of frustra- 
tion when instead of the eternal verities of the 
faith he hears essays on race relations, labor, 
the United Nations, the ecumenical movement, 
and a hundred and one other subjects which, 
at best, are secondary to the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 


We know we are expressing the plea of 
thousands of laymen in America when we say 
that we need and long for the simple Gospel 
in all of its wonder and soul-saving power, and 
we want to be left our Bible for what we know 
it to be, God’s Holy and inspired Word, both 
true and authoritative - a divine revelation, 
not a human book. 
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The Reformed Faith And 
Worship 


By Rev. J. Marcellus Kik 
Second Reformed Church 
Little Falls, New Jersey 


This was the fourth message of the “Symposium on Some Vital Aspects of the Reformed Faith” 
given at the First Presbyterian Church, Weaverville, North Carolina, on August 17th, 1955. Other 
addresses given at that time will follow in successive issues of The Journal.—H.B.D. 


The Reformed Faith has a tremendous and 
an important bearing on corporate worship. As 
the Church believeth so doth she worship. ‘The 
difference in worship between the Roman 
Catholic and the Protestant Church is due to 
a difference in theological presuppositions. The 
very moment the Reformers cut away from 
error and human tradition in doctrine they 
began to cut away from error and human tra- 
dition in worship. It took tremendous courage 
on the part of the Reformers to take away from 
the people the human and erroneous additions 
to which they were accustomed in religious wor- 
ship. The doctrines of the Reformers, however, 
compelled them to take this step. 


It is very little realized in our day that one 
may apostatize from the Gospel in respect to 
worship as one may in respect to doctrine. One 
may zealously maintain the doctrine of the 
plenary inspiration of the Scriptures and the 
doctrine of the sovereignty of God and yet deny 
these doctrines by a disregard for the purity 
of worship. A desire ‘to please man in regard 
to worship shows a contempt for the revealed 
will of God. An indifference to the will of 
God in regard to worship or a careless applica- 
tion of His will is indicative of a contempt of 
the sovereignty of God. Our manner of worship 
may be dictated by a fear of man rather than 
a fear of God. 


We believe that the chief end of men is to 
glorify God and to enjoy Him forever. This 
is done primarily through worship. Worship 
is nothing else but a rendering to God that 
honour which is due to Him. The end of crea- 
tion was that the creature would worship and 
glorify the Creator. The great end of revela- 
tion is to direct man as to how he should wor- 
ship the living God. The purpose of redemp- 
tion is to restore man to a proper relation of 
worship to God. It is to enable a lost humanity 
to join the four and twenty elders of Revelation 
Four to worship Him that liveth for ever and 
ever and to proclaim with them: “Thou art 
worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and 
power: for thou hast created all things, and for 
thy pleasure they are and were created.” 
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Realizing the end for which they were re- 
deemed, the Reformers gave careful attention 
to the matter of corporate worship. Both Cal- 
vin and Luther felt that they must put away 
whatever was false in the worship of their day 
and that there must be a restoration of the wor- 
ship of the primitive church. Their theological 
presuppositions swept much of the contempor- 
ary worship away. The doctrine of justification 
by faith swept away such practice which smacked 
of merit as the burning of candles and prayers 
for the dead. The doctrine of the complete 
atonement of Christ swept away the mass. The 
doctrine of Christ as the only Mediator swept 
away the prevailing priesthood and mariolatry. 
The doctrine of the common priesthood of be- 
lievers swept away the chancel and the confes- 
sion boxes. The Reformed Faith had immediate 
and far-reaching effect on corporate worship. 


Both Calvin and Luther were guided by the 
Scriptures in the positive construction of wor- 
ship. We realize, of course, that there is a 
difference between the Reformed manner of 
worship and that of the Lutheran. Some hold 
that Luther was afraid that a too complete 
break with prevailing worship might alienate 
the people. Dr. Horton Davies, who has written 
a commendable work entitled “The Worshi 
of the English Puritans,” holds a different posi- 
tion. He states: “The real difference between 
the Lutheran and Calvinist reforms in worship 
may be summed up as follows: Luther will have 
what is not specifically condemned by the Scrip- 
tures; whilst Calvin will have only what is or- 
dained by God in the Scriptures.’”’ No doubt, 


there is some truth to this. However that may 


be, the Presbyterian and Reformed Churches 
have followed Calvin while the Lutheran and 
Anglican Churches have followed Luther. 

In the past several generations there have 
been increasingly noticeable deviations from 
Reformed practices of worship. Dr. Ilion T. 
Jones stated in his book, “A Historical Approach 
To Evangelical Worship,” “Now and then some- 
one remarks about the ‘creeping’ sacerdotalism 
in Protestant worship. It would be more appro- 
priate to call it ‘sweeping’ sacerdotalism.” 
Surely it has not escaped attention that there 
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is an increased emphasis on ritual and material 
aids in worship. 


Recently I came across a committee report 
of the Presbytery of Chicago (Presby. U.S.A.) 
entitled: “A Report On The Architectural Set- 
‘ting of Presbyterian Worship.” This report de- 
cries the use of the chancel and the box-altar 
in the rear of it. It shows that the origin of 
the box-altar was the coffin-altar of the middle 
ages. The collin-altar contained the body or 
parts of the body of a martyr. The report 
goes on to state: “The ancient church had per- 
mitted nothing on the Lord’s Table save the 
actual cloth and vessels of the sacrament and 
the Gospels, and these only for the sacred meal. 
But from the Carolingean period the coffin- 
_altar began to acquire bricabrac, the cross, can- 
dlesticks, the ‘tabernacle for the consecrated 
elements, and containers for miraculous relics 
of the saints.’ ”’ 


‘This report then goes on to remark about 
the changes made by the Reformers in regard 
to the interior of the church. It states: “In 
different ways the furniture of the Church was 
so arranged as to remove all idea of any sacred 
or holy place within which the so-called laity 
might not enter. Since the whole notion of a 
‘clergy’ distinct religiously from a ‘laity’ was 
rejected by the Reformers, the entire church was 
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open to all. Also, attempts were made to sym- 
bolize the fact that the sacraments belong to 
the Church as a whole and not to the ministers 
as such, by placing the table down on congre- 
gational level.’”’ Whether this committee report 
has had any effect in stemming the influence of 
the Gothic-cult I do not know. 


So-Called Pictures of Christ 

Another illustration of the present trend 
away from the practices of the Reformers is 
the increased use of so-called pictures of Christ, 
crosses, and candles in worship centers. ‘The 
Reformers frowned on the use of pictures of 
God. And they considered Christ to be very 
God. The question is asked in the Larger Cate- 
chism of the Westminster Standards: ‘‘What 
are the sins forbidden in the second command- 
ment?” ‘The first part of the answer is: ‘The 
sins forbidden in the second commandment 
are, all devising, counselling, commanding, 
using, and any wise approving any _ religious 
worship not instituted by God himself; the mak- 
ing of any representation of God, of all, or of 
any of the three Persons, either inwardly in our 
mind, or outwardly in any kind of image or 
likeness of any creature whatsoever: all wor- 
shipping of it, or God in it or by it.”’ Notice 
that this forbids the making of a picture of 
any of the three Persons. In the Heidelberg 
Catechism the question is asked: “But may not 
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pictures be tolerated in churches as books for 
the laity?” The answer is: “No; for we should 
not be wiser than God, who will not have his 
people taught by dumb idols, but by the lively 
preaching of his Word.”” Calvin deals with this 
question of worship in chapter 10-12 in the First 
Book of his Institutes. 


There are four main reasons why so-called 
pictures of Christ are dangerous and_ sinful. 
First, they are false pictures as the Scriptures 
do not give us a physical description of Christ. 
Second, Christ’s glorified humanity was such 
on the mount of transfiguration that His face 
did shine as the sun. So pictures falsely repre- 
sent even the present humanity of Christ. 
Third, in pictures the divine is separated from 
the human and thus the old nestorian heresy 
appears. Fourth, mankind is prone to attach 
power and holiness to such pictures. I received 
a picture of Christ from the Protestant Church 
World Press of Cleveland. Here is what they 
say about the so-called pictures of Christ. “Here 
is one of the most effective and helpful guides 
to spiritual growth available today.” ‘The pic- 
ture of Christ on the cover is an inspiration 
by itself. When one plants deeply and firmly 
in his mind the picture of Christ, it has a 
strange and powerful influence his life.” 
“Wherever or however used, it will give power 
and strength to victorious Christian living.” 
“Carry it with you wherever you go, in your 
billfold or purse. Place it where your eyes will 
rest upon it as you carry out your duties for 
the day. Refer to it constantly. Meditate upon 
it prayerfully. You will find the Upward Look 
on the face of Christ speaking to your every 
mood.” Thus now we can carry our god in our 
wallets. This is revolting and blasphemous. It 
is idolatry. 


It is evident that we are in a transition period 
like that of the fourth, fifth, and sixth cen- 
turies except that we go with a faster pace. In 
those centuries councils and individuals like 
Eusebius, Augustine, Jerome and others spoke 
out against this practice. Of course, it is stated 
that the intentions of people are good. Listen 
to this statement of James Calfhill who was 
Dean of Hocking, archdeacon of Colchester, 
and Bishop-elect of Worcester. He wrote against 
such practices in the Anglican Church in the 
year of 1565 when material aids in worship 
began in that church. He states: “Let not there- 
lore the disguising cloak of a good intent make 
us shake off the true garment of God, to trans- 
gress His commandments, and derogate from 
His glory.” 


Principles To Guide Worship 


Turning away now from deviations from Re- 
formed Worship let us look at some of the 
principles which should guide our worship. 
First of all it should be understood that the 
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nature and being of God is the foundation of 
all true religious worship. This our Lord an- 
nunciated Himself in John 4:24, “God is a 
Spirit: and they that worship him must worship 
him in spirit and in truth.” It is not a question 
of may worship but must worship Him in spirit 
and truth. The term spirit is used in opposition 
to material. Our Lord sweeps away the cere- 
monial law. The outward, material forms were 
for an infant church; the inward and spiritual 
forms were for the mature church of the new 
dispensation. The material temple and 
furniture were to disappear and in their places 
would come a Temple made without hands and 
worship would be without material aids. 


Someone has stated: “Spirituality is the genius 
of the Gospel, as carnality was of the law.” 
This is based on the being of God and also on 
the fact that the matter of worship is spiritual. 
Faith in God is spiritual; love for God is 
spiritual; communion with God is spiritual. The 
forgiveness of sin which we possess through the 
atoning work of Christ is something which can- 
not be seen. It also is spiritual and motivates 
our worship. It rather annoys me when Luth- 
eran, Anglican, and even Roman Catholic wor- 
ship is termed rich while the Reformed worship 
is termed barren and poor. It seems to me that 
the Reformed worship is the highest type of 
worship. It 1s spiritual as opposed to carnal and 
sensual. And it is according to truth. 


The second principle of worship is that the 
will .of God is the rule of worship. God has 
given us a directory of worship in the Scriptures. 
It has ever been a Reformed principle to search 
the Scriptures to find out how God wants to be 
worshipped. There is a sincere attempt to please 
God rather than man. Dr. Horton Davies stat- 
ed: “Puritan worshippers were always conscious 
of authority in their worship. They were offer- 
ing to God the worship He desired.” Evangeli- 
cals also must be on their guard lest they seek 
to give religious entertainment rather than wor- 
ship in spirit and truth. Because Reformed 
worship is based on the Scriptures it is marked 
with purity, simplicity, and spirituality. 


The third principle of worship is that it 
must be Christocentric. This is true in several 
senses. We realize, of course, that no worship 
is acceptable to God without the knowledge of 
Christ and acceptance of His atoning work on 
Calvary’s cross. Jesus states: “I am the way, 
the truth, and the lifes no man cometh unto 
the Father, but by me.’”’ And in Hebrews 13:15 
we read: “By him therefore let us offer the 
sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, 
the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to his name.” 
It is only because the blood has been sprinkled 
on the mercy-seat that we have entrance to the 
Holy of Holies. Without the shed blood of 
Christ there can be no true and acceptable wor- 
ship. 
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Today we are witnessing not only a departure 
from Reformed doctrine but also from Re- 
formed worship. In some aspects this departure 
is subtle and no doubt there are those who do 
not realize or see the danger. Unknowingly, they 
may be helping to turn worship away from 
its purity, simplicity, and spirituality. Such must 
be awakened. We must not only point out the 
deviations from true worship but we must show 
the positive principles of worship. The founda- 
tion of our worship is the being and nature of 
God. The rule of worship is the infallible Word 
of God. Our approach to God in worship can 
only be in Christ Jesus. When these principles 
are followed, then we worship not only accord- 
ing to Reformed traditions but also according 
to the Word of God. 


There is, however, another sense in which 
worship must be Christocentric. Christ’s glory 
has been diminished in no small measure be- 
cause men’s minds have been so intent on Christ 
as a redeemer from sin and hell that they have 
ignored other aspects of His work. Jesus is 
not only the Redeemer but He is also the Re- 
vealer of the Father. He is the Revealer of the 
Father not in the sense of a teacher pointing 
out to another object and stating: “Behold your 
God.” But the wonderful truth is that Christ 
points at Himself and states: “Behold your 
God.” 


I have heard it objected to that worship in 
some fundamentalistic groups has been too 
Christocentric. Christ receives too much tribute 
in the hymnal; Christ is too much in the con- 
tent of preaching; and Christ is too much the 
center of worship. Our religion, our theology, 
our preaching, our worship would be Theocen- 
tric rather than Christocentric. While ultimate- 
ly every aspect of religion must be Theocentric, 
in this dispensation by the decree of God Him- 
self our religion must be Christocentric. 


We must never forget the truth of John 1:18, 
“No man hath seen God at any time; the only 
begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the 
Father, he hath declared him.” And I Timothy 
6:16, “Who only hath immortality, dwelling in 
the light which no man can approach unto; 
whom no man hath seen, nor can see.”’ God 
is surrounded by an ocean of inaccessible light. 
It is stated not only “whom no man hath seen” 
but “whom no man can see.’”’” We see God only 
in Christ. As is stated in 2 Corinthians 4:6, ‘For 
God, who commanded the light to shine out of 
darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in 
the face of Jesus Christ.” And in Colossians 
1:15 we read that Christ “is the image of the 
invisible God.” And again in Colossians 2:9 this 
extraordinary statement is made: “For in him 
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.” 
The wonder of wonders is—that Christ is God 
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visible—God incarnate. Beholding Him we be- 
hold the invisible God. 


Jesus Himself brings forward that truth in f[ 
John 14. He says, “If ye had known me, ye [ 
should have known my Father also: and froin | 
henceforth ye know him, and have seen him.” | 
This did not satisfy and so Philip asked: “Show 
us the Father.” Jesus answered: “He that hath 
seen me hath seen the Father.” By beholding | 
Christ they beheld the Father. It is for that | 
reason that it is stated in John 5:23, “All men | 
should honour the Son, even as they honor the © 
Father. He that honoreth not the Son honor- | 
eth not the Father which hath sent him.” : 


To have Christ as the center of worship © 
derogates nothing from the glory of the Father. | 
The Father is glorified in the Son. It is because — 
Jesus Christ never lost that divine nature or | 
essence which is absolutely the same in the three ~ 
persons of the Trinity. In honouring one, they | 
are equally honoured. Indeed in this dispensa- | 
tion it is only by becoming Christocentric in 
our worship that there is any possibility of be- | 
coming Theocentric. There isn’t such a thing © 
as honouring Christ too much. Every honour — 
bestowed upon Christ is an honour bestowed 
upon the Father. This is a truth revealed in 
the Old ‘Testament as well as in the New. Christ, 
for instance, was the center of worship in — 
Isaiah 6 where the prophet saw the Lord sitting 
upon a throne, high and lifted up. John states | 
in his Gospel, chapter 12:41, that it was the 
Lord Jesus: “These things said Isaiah, when 
he saw his glory, and spake of him.” 


That Christ should receive this pre-eminence 
in this dispensation is the decree of the Father 
Himself. Ephesians 1:9-10, “Having made 
known unto us the mystery of his will, accord- 
ing to his good pleasure which he hath pro- 
posed in himself: that in the dispensation of 
the fulness of times he might gather together 
in one all things in Christ, both which are in 
heaven, and which are on earth; even in him.” 
And Colossians 1:18,19, ““And he is the head of 
the body, the church: who is the beginning, and | 
the first-born from the dead; that in all things 
he might have the preeminence. For it pleased 
the Father that in him should all fulness dwell.” 
We need not fear of giving preeminence to 
Christ in our worship. It is the will of the 
Father. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 25 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Renewed Allegiance To The Law 


Background Scripture: Nehemiah 8; 9; 10:28-39; Ezekiel 20:19, 20 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 19:7-14 


For our Introduction let us turn to Psalm 19 and Ezekiel 20, and see what God tells us about 
His Law. In Psalm 19 there is a very abrupt change at verse seven. The Psalmist has been telling 


about the glory of God in the heavens and earth. 


In verse seven he begins to speak of the wonders of God’s Law and its effect upon us. It starts 
with the well-known verse, ““The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul : the testimony of 


the Lord is sure, making wise the simple.” It 
is one of the beautiful descriptions of the Law 
that are so common in the Bible. In the pres- 
ence of such a Law we must all pray the prayer 
with which it closes: “Let the words of my 
mouth and the meditations of my heart be ac- 
ceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength and 
my redeemer.” God’s Holy, Just, and Good 
Law searches our hearts and makes us realize 
our need. It is living and active, and sharper 
than a two-edged sword; it is our schoolmaster, 
to bring us to Christ. In Ezekiel God says, 
“IT am the Lord your God; walk in my statutes, 
and keep my judgments and do them.” It was 
to this law that Israel had to renew her al- 
legiance, and it became the business of Ezra, 
Nehemiah, and others to bring the returned 
exiles back to their covenant relationship with 
God and His Law. 


I would like to consider the lesson under the 
following divisions: A Great Revival; A Great 
Confession; A Great (Sure) Covenant. 


I. A Great Revival: Nehemiah 8:1-12. 


“The people ... spake unto Ezra... to 
bring the Book of the Law.” We see in these 
words the start of this Great Revival. I believe 
one secret of Dr. Billy Graham’s marvelous 
meetings is the deep-down desire on the part 
of many people to hear the Bible. ‘There seems 
to be a hunger in many hearts for the words 
of God. In his sermons Dr. Graham is con- 
stantly reminding his hearers that it is the Bible 
that is speaking to them, not the preacher. The 
simple preaching of the Word, depending upon 
the Spirit’s power to interpret and apply that 
Word, that results in the great success of these 
meetings: “Preach the Word.” 


It certainly brought results in the case before 
us. There does not seem to have been any 
“preaching” in the sense that we usually think 


_ of “preaching.”” There was “Reading” of the 


Law: ‘So they read in the book of the law of 
the Lord distinctly, and gave the sense, and 
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caused them to understand the reading.” It was 
real expository preaching, if we could call it 
preaching. 

In order that the Word may become effectual 
unto salvation we must give heed hereto with 
diligence, preparation and prayer, lay it up in 
our hearts, and practice it in our lives. Let us 
see the way in which these people did these 
very things; some of the things that “All the 
people did.” “All the people gathered them- 
selves together’; “And the ears of all the peo- 
ple were attentive”; “All the people stood up”; 
“All the people answered, Amen, and bowed 
their heads and worshipped”; “All the people 
wept”; “All the people went their way to... 
make great mirth.” It is no wonder that they 
had a great revival: all the marks of such a 
refreshing from on high are present and are 
centered around the Word of God. There was 
a deep desire—a hunger—for the Word of God 
on the part of the people; they came as one man 
into the broad place to listen. They gave atten- 
tion to what was read and explained to them. 
They were very reverent; they “stood up” when 
the Book was opened; they realized that it was 
God’s Book. They responded; they answered, 
Amen, and bowed their heads and worshipped. 
Their hearts were pricked, as at the day of 
Pentecost; they wept, for they realized how far 
short they were in keeping the Law. They went 
away, however, encouraged by Nehemiah and 
Ezra, to practice what they had heard; to be 
“Doers of the Word as well as hearers’; to re- 
joice with their friends and neighbors, and to 
send portions to those who were in need of food. 


God’s Word is Active and Powerful and 
Sharper than a two-edged Sword. If we will 
give attention to it, we will be stirred to the 
depth of our souls. I believe that a return to 
this sort of preaching and hearing of the Word 
would stir America to its foundations as it 
stirred Israel in the days of Nehemiah. It has 
not lost its power. We see what it can do in 
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England and Scotland. What God has done for 
others through His Word, He can do for you 
and me; Preach and Teach IT. 


II. A Great Feast; The Feast of Tabernacles: 
Nehemiah 8:13-18. 


We have just studied about keeping the Pass- 
over, and it was, in some ways, the greatest 
of the Jewish Feasts. The people find it written 
in the Law that they are to dwell in booths 
in the Feast of the seventh month. So they pro- 
ceeded to do this with great joy and enthusiasm: 
“And there was very great gladness.” There is 
joy in doing what God commands, even when 
it puts to inconvenience and trouble. It seems 
that the keeping of this feast had been neglected 
since the days of Joshua. The people did not 
wish to leave their comfortable homes and live 
in booths made of the branches of trees. It 
was to remind them of the years they spent 
in wandering in the wilderness before they had 
any permanent homes. It would be well for all 
of us to remember that we are “strangers and 
pilgrims” here; that heaven is our home. We 
are prone to forget that we are here but for a 
few short years. 


I have been living for some _ twenty-seven 
years in a section where they still have “Camp- 
meetings.” There are several “Camp Grounds” 
across the river, and many of the people “tent- 
out” for a week or two. They have cabins to 
camp out in, and an “Arbor,” or building where 
there are services each day. The effort is made 
to have a “Revival.” The people enjoy the 
fellowship with each other, and the preaching, 
and meet many of their friends whom they have 
not seen for a year, perhaps. In these “Camp- 
meetings” we have something similar to the 
Jewish Feast of Tabernacles, and they can be 
of tremendous spiritual benefit. 


Ill. A Great Confession: Nehemiah 9:1-37. 


“Now in the twenty and fourth day of this 
month the children of Israel were assembled 
with fasting, and with sackcloth, and earth upon 
them.” And the seed of Israel separated them- 
selves from all strangers, and stood and con- 
fessed their sins, and the iniquities of their 
fathers.” I wonder what would happen in Amer- 
ica if such a thing took place! Suppose our 
President, and his Cabinet, and the members 
of Congress, and the Supreme Court, and all 
our College Presidents and all our preachers 
and our people, small and great, our Labor 
Leaders and Captains of Industry, would all 
come together and confess our sins. Suppose we 
had a Day of National Confession of Sins! I 
believe a Revival would start that would sweep 
over the world. I am afraid that many of us 
are too proud to say, “God be merciful to me a 
sinner.” 

This “Great Confession” is a historical re- 
view of the Nation. It begins with exaltation 
of god; “blessed be thy glorious name, which 
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is exalted above all blessing and praise.” ‘Then, 
beginning with the call of Abram from Ur of 
the Chaldees, it traces their history through the 
years and centuries, stressing the goodness of 
God in caring for and blessing them. Then 
he tells the sad story of their sins and punish- 
ment, God testifying against them through the 
mouth of the prophets. At the present time 
they find themselves in great distress. They are 
“servants this day,” when they should be free, 
and all on account cf their many sins. 

This chapter reminds us of the Confession of 
Daniel as he poured out his heart to God in 
behalf of his people (see Daniel 9:3-19). Let 
me quote a part of his extraordinarily beautiful 
plea: “And I set my face unto the Lord God, 
to seek by prayer and supplications, with fasting 
and sackcloth and ashes. And I prayed unto 
the Lord my God, and made my confession . 
We have sinned and have committed iniquity, 
and have done wickedly and have rebelled .. . 
O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but 
unto us confusion of faces, as at this day . 

O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, hearken 
and do; defer not, for thine own sake, O my 
God! for thy city and thy people are called by 
thy name.” I am afraid that we in America 
are too proud to pray like this. We must humble 
ourselves before God! Here was a saint of God, 
if ever there was one, the great and good Daniel, 
praying as if his heart would break for his city 
and his people. Surely, we need such praying 
today. 

IV. A Great (Sure) Covenant: 9:38-10:39. 

Revival; Confession; Covenant; these three 
belong together. A Covenant is a solemn agree- 
ment between two or more persons. It is es- 
pecially solemn when God is one of those Per- 
sons. God had made many covenants with his 
people, even as far back as Noah. He made a 
Covenant with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, 
and later with David. The Israelites made a 
very solemn covenant at Mt. Sinai, and then 
in the days of Joshua. 

The Princes, Levites, and Priests seal it. The 
first part of chapter 10 gives us the names of 
some of these leaders. Nehemiah is the first to 
sign, and is joined by a long list of others. The 
people, every one having know ledge and under- 
standing (all old enough), “clave to their 
brethren, and entered into a curse, and into an 
oath, to walk in God’s Law.” 

There are several parts to this covenant: (1) 
As to their Home Life, they would not inter- 
marry with the heathen. This had been one of 
their most serious sins. (2) They would keep 
the Sabbath. This had been one of their most 
outstanding sins; buying and selling on the 
Sabbath. (3) As to Giving, they promised to 
bring their first-fruits, and their tithes and of- 
ferings. It is good to make promises like these; 
it is better to KEEP THEM. When thou vow- 
est a vow unto the Lord, defer not to pay tt. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 25 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Minstry Lo Mi grants 


Hymn: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 
Prayer 

Scripture: Luke 10:25-37 

Hymn: ‘So Let Our Lips And Lives Express” 
Offering | 

Hymn: “A Charge To Keep I Have” 


LEADER: 

It is not uncommon to hear it said that the 
Presbyterian Church is not suited to ministering 
to poverty-stricken and uneducated people. We 
noted in the pregram last week that our church 
has shown a tendency to become a “class 
church,” that is, to limit its ministry to one 
particular level of society. If this is true and 
right, we are justified in leaving the task of 
carrying the gospel to uneducated and low in- 
come groups to other sects and denominations. 


We are convinced, however, that such an idea 


is not right and that such a policy has no justi- 
fication. 


The fact has already been demonstrated that 
the Presbyterian Church can render satisfactory 
service to what we call the “lower classes’ of 
society. There is a sense in which the Presby- 
terian Church in this nation was established 
among people who were largely migrants. Most 
of the people among whom the Presbyterian 
Church established its roots in the 18th cen- 
tury were economically poor and poorly edu- 
cated. Most of them immigrated to the New 
World seeking religious freedom and a better 
livelihood. As we noted last week, the oppres- 
sion continued after they had come to _ the 
colonies. Our church did not originally estab- 
lish itself among the rich and influential peo- 
ple in America, but among hardy settlers who 
were struggling for existence on the frontier. 
If our church is not ministering to the so-called 
“lower classes” today, it is not because of some- 
thing in the nature of the church but because of 
our unwillingness. 


In some places, at least, the Presbyterian 
Church has taken seriously its responsibility to 
carry the Gospel to forgotten people. Even now, 
in a limited way, we are proving that our church 
his something to say and something to give to 
these people. 


First SPEAKER: 

Of all the forgotten people in the United 
Siates migrants are, as one man expressed it, 
“the forgottenest.” Just what is a migrant? He 
is a person who with his family moves with 
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the growing season, from South to North, gath- 
ering and harvesting agricultural produce. He 
is to be found at some time during the year 
in almost every section of our country, and he 
is one of about two million. His children can- 
not receive much in the way of education be- 
cause he is never in any one place long enough 
to put them in school. Since he must move 
perhaps a dozen or more times a year and since 
he lives in a temporary camp, he can have very 
little in the way of material possessions. There 
is rare opportunity for medical care or spiritual 
ministry. His income is pathetically low, aver- 
aging about $600 for a single man and $1000 
for a family. Of course, he is just as much a 
victim of a crop failure as the farmer is. It 
does not require any great insight to see that 
the lot of the migrant is about as discouraging 
and hopeless as you could imagine in this land 
of plenty and opportunity. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

Surely all of us are moved with compassion 
for these people after what we have heard. What 
can we do? The first thing is to increase our 
knowledge of and concern for them and their 
plight. Knowledge and concern go together. It 
is all too obvious that we shall never be con- 
cerned about that of which we know nothing. 
There are times when we avoid knowledge of 
a thing because we realize that knowing will 
trouble us. That very fear may well have been 
in the minds of the priest and the Levite when 
they chose to pass by on the other side of the 
wounded traveler. If they did not know of his 
condition they would not have to worry about 
it. Any honest person will admit that this at- 
titude is un-Christian and cowardly. The only 
right thing for us to do with regard to the mi- 
grant situation is to seek to know more about 
it. If the love of Christ is in us, increased knowl- 
edge will naturally give growth to concern. 


Only a foolish person would say that God's 
interest in people is determined by their social, 
educational, and economic status. God has 
loved the world, and He has proved His love 
by giving His only begotten Son to die for the 
sins of us all, both rich and poor, educated and 
ignorant. How can we make distinctions which 
God has not made? The whole point of the 
parable of the good Samaritan is to teach that 
we have a responsibility for people regardless 
of their attractiveness to us. We are not only 
responsible for being concerned about their 
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needs, we are responsible for doing something 
to express our concern even as God has done. 

With regard to the migrant workers and their 
families we have a solemn obligation to help 
them spiritually and materially. The Christian 
must recognize that the spiritual is always most 
important. The deepest need of the migrant, 
or any other person, is to know Jesus Christ 
as Saviour and Lord. This must be our primary 
aim, but we are not to be unmindful of their 
social and material poverty. Often the provision 
of material help can serve as a doorway to 
showing people Christ and their need of Him. 
In other words, people are not apt to be im- 
pressed by the Gospel of salvation and _ love 
which we preach if we show no interest in their 
material plight. 


As has already been indicated, migrant har- 
vesters are to be found in most localities at 
some time during the year. It is not unlikely 
that there will be some of these people near 
our church. Even a small group of Christian 
young people could gather some toys for the 
children of the migrants. There is almost a 
complete absence of wholesome recreation in 
the average migrant camp. Perhaps we could 
arrange for a Christian nurse or doctor to visit 
the camp, for we have noted that they have 
little medical care. There are other possibilities 
for tangible services: clothing, milk, games, etc. 
But remember that our social service will lose 
much of its value if we fail to tell them of 
Christ the Saviour, in whose name we are trying 
to help. To this end we could provide a supply 
of Christian literature, and perhaps arrange 
to conduct some Christian services among the 
people of the camp. We cannot say that our 
church has no appeal for these people until we 
try. Christ can appeal to them and save them, 
and He is the same Christ whom we worship 
and serve. 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
Rev. Clinton C. Baker 


Sunday, September 18, Matthew 6:5-13. 


Do you think the modern church uses the 
Lord’s Prayer (vv.9-13) in a way that is similar 
to the prayers of the Gentiles (v.7a)? Can a 
person store up merit by a continual repeating 
of the Lord’s prayer? From the context of 
vv.5-9, what would you say Christ’s purpose in 
giving the Lord’s prayer was? Notice the num- 
ber of first person plural pronouns in the Lord’s 
Prayer. Why do you think Christ encouraged 
group praying on the part of His followers? 
Does this emphasis on the corporate group 
break the spirit of v.6? Upon whom should our 
attention be focused when we pray the Lord’s 
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Prayer (vv.9-10)? Is this in accord with the 
teaching of vv.5&7? Do you use v.7 as an excuse 
not to pray in public? Are your spiritual eyes 
focused upon the Lord when you pray in pub- 
lic? in private? 


Monday, September 19, Luke 18:9-14. 


This parable was spoken in the presence of 
the Pharisees (17:20;18:1). How does this par- 
able strike at the heart of the Pharisee’s spiritual 
condition (18:1)? Notice how seriously the 
Pharisee took his religion (v.12)? Are there 
certain religious practices of which you feel you 
can be justly proud, and in which you are trust- 
ing for your salvation? What is God’s attitude 
toward a person who feels so (v.14)? Do you 
keep before you the fact that you are always 
a lowly sinner in God’s sight (v.13-14) ? There 
is not one righteous thing in a Christian that 
he can boast of before God. Does Jeremiah 
17:9 describe the condition of your heart? Only 
aS a person continually recognizes the fact of 
his own worthlessness can he remain humble 
and useful before God. 


Tuesday, September 20, Acts 10:9-20. 


While the noon meal was being prepared, 
Peter went aside for prayer (vv.9-10). Do you 
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take advantage of odd moments to talk to God? 
Is there any evidence in vv.9-10 that Peter was 
expecting God to reveal Himself in the manner 
of vv.10b-162 What connection might there be 
between Peter’s hunger (v.10) and the vision 
he received? How strong was Peter’s feeling 
about “unclean” food (vv.13-16)? What new 
truth did Peter learn (vv.34-35,47-48) ? Are you 
willing to set aside strongly held prejudices if 
God wants to teach you something new? If 
Peter had refused to spend time in prayer (v.9) 
or had been unwilling to obey God’s instruc- 
tions (vv.19-21), would God have used Him as 
He did? What reason might there be that God 
has not spoken to you or used you as you would 
like? 


Wednesday, September 21, Luke 18:1-8. 


Jesus told this parable just after He had de- 
scribed the conditions that would prevail on 
earth during the last days before His second 
coming (17:22-37). What is the point of the 
parable (v.1)? If a reluctant judge will vindi- 
cate a persistent widow (vv.2-5) how much 
more will our Father hear the cries of those 
who are His (vv.6-7). He will not long delay 
(vv.7b,8a) . How should this truth be of comfort 
to a Christian who cries to God in deep dis- 
tress? Are you tempted to wonder why your 
prayers are not always answered as soon as you 
would like? What would this parable say to 
you (v.1)? Verse 8 is a challenge to be stead- 
fast in prayer when, in the last days, Christians 
are under terrible persecution. (Notice II Tim- 
othy 3:1-5) Do you honestly believe that God 
will answer the prayers you offered to Him 
today? 


Thursday, September 22, Ephesians 1:15-23. 


The intercessory prayers of Paul reveal some 
of his deepest beliefs and most intense emotions. 
What was it in the Ephesian Church that caused 
Paul to give thanks (v.15) ? Can thanks be given 
for your faith and love? Paul prays that the 
Ephesian Christians may grow in spiritual un- 
derstanding (vv.17,18a); that they may know 
the victory they have over sin and death as 
Christians (v.18b); that they may realize the 
eternal inheritance that awaits them (v.18c) 
and the greatness of the power that is available 
to them (v.19). How would you summarize 
Paul’s prayer in one sentence? How do the state- 
ments about Christ in vv. 20-23 reveal something 
of the greatness of our salvation? God, in Christ, 
is the source of all we are as Christians (v.17). 
Do you pause to meditate on the greatness of 
your salvation in Christ? 


Friday, September 23, James 5:13-18. 


List the objects this passage covers that can 
be subjects of prayer (vv.13-14). In some way 
sickness here is connected with sin (vv.14-16). 
What steps are recommended in times of sick- 
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ness (v.14)? Do you pray for sick friends? Many 
think that the “anointing with oil” was for 
medicinal purposes (see Luke 10:33-34 and 
Isaiah 1:6). What effect will the prayer of 
faith have (v.15)? What effect do you suppose 
the confession of sin (v.16) would have on a 
sick person’s recovery? What other requirement 
is given in addition to faith (v.15) in v.16b 
for prevailing prayer? Notice the example given 
(vv.17-18). Do you know the reality of fervent 
intercessory prayer (v.17) ? 


Saturday, September 24, Acts 4:31-35. 


Peter and John had testified to their faith 
before those who had crucified Christ (vv.5-12) 
and now desired to crush the Christian church 
(vv.17,18,21). Study the consequent prayer of 
the Christian group (vv.24-30). What is the 
concern of their prayer (vv.27-28)? What use 
is made of Scripture (vv.25-26)? What request 
is made (vv.29-30)? Is there any note of bit- 
terness toward the persecutors? Notice the pres- 
ence of the Holy Spirit in tremendous power 
(vv.31,33). What was the relationship of the 
Christians to the unsaved (vv.31b,33)? to each 
other (vv.32,34-35) ? Here is a picture of the 
ancient church in all her power and purity. 
How is it an answer to Christ’s prayer in John 
17:20-21? What was it that produced this one- 
ness (v.31)? Do you think of Christian unity 
in terms of the fruit of the Holy Spirit or man- 
made organization? 


Women’s Work 


CHRISTIAN WITNESS 


“It is the responsibility of the minister to 
fill the pulpit. It is the responsibility of the 
membership to fill the pews.” This bit of wis- 
dem came frem the bell captain of a large hotel 
in an eastern city. He went on to say, “I go 
to church every Sunday, but I never go alone. 
I always have the back seat of my car filled 
with people whom I have invited during the 
week.”” What a transformation would come over 
the life of America if our churches were filled 
with people who had this conception of the 
responsibility of the church for those outside 
her life. 

We can never have a Christian America un- 
less we develop a witnessing church. And what 
tremendous potential power is in the pews of 
our churches each Sunday! If all who meet for 
worship would go out to practice their faith 
as did the bell captain of our story, a trans- 
formation would~come over our communities 
in a very 


One of the most promising developments of 
our time is the number of Christian men and 
women who, through lay evangelism, have 
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learned to talk about their faith in a simple 
and natural way and have been the instruments 
of the spirit of God to lead multitudes into the 
fellowship of Christ. 


At ene of the American Christian Confei- 
ences, a little lady was busily engaged in ad- 
dressing post cards. A friend said to her, “You 
have a voluminous correspondence.” She said 
as she pointed to a book, “This is my responsi- 
bility list; I am in the evangelistic team of my 
church. I pray for these people by name each 
day. Each week I send them a post card to 
let them know I am thinking about them and 
praying for them.” She had another book and 
the friend asked “What is this?” “O, that is a 
list of the people my team mate and I have 
used to win for Christ since the first of January.” 
There are 51 names in that book. Said the 
friend, ‘“‘How did you get started in this?’ She 
said, ““My minister asked me to share in a 
Visitation Evangelism campaign. No one ever 
went out with more fear and trembling than 
I did. But now everything has been changed. 
I have a joy in my Christian experience I] have 
never known before since I have been sharing 
Christ with others.”” There is a profound prin- 
ciple wrapped up in her experience. It is the 
paradox of our Christian faith that we can have 
it—really have it for ourselves, only when we 
share it with others. 

—Margretta G. McConnell. 


THE YODOGAWA HOSPITAL 


The following is a letter received from our 
Japan Mission before the announcement about 
the 1955 Birthday Offering. You will note to 
whom it is addressed: 


Women of the Church, 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
Montreat, N. C. 


Dear Friends: 


From many parts of the General Assembly 
we Japan missionaries have received letters tell- 
ing us of highly successful Birthday Parties dur- 
ing the month of May when the Women of 
the Church were talking about, praying for, 
and giving to our Yodogawa Christian Hospital. 
We have been deeply moved by the enthusiasm 
and earnestness which you have shown in your 
very generous support of our new medical work. 
I know you will rejoice with us that the number 
of patients increases monthly at our small out- 
patient clinic, the forerunner of the wonderful 
hospital which will be your gift to the people 
of Japan. Could you attend the daily prayer 
meetings of the clinic staff at noon hour, ob- 
serve the Christian messages on the walls ol 
the waiting room, meet the Japanese evangelist 
who visits clinic patients, you would know that 
our doctors are building a Christ centered in- 
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your gift to Christian Education 


helps to carry out this great commission 3 


stitution. Even the packages of pills have verses 
from the 13th Chapter of First Corinthians 
printed on the back as cur medical personnel 
use every means they know of to instill God’s 
word into the homes and hearts of our Japanese 
neighbors. 


For the sick who have been and _ will be 
healed because of your gifts, for our medical 
missionaries who appreciate your providing 
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them with a beautiful and efficient place in 
which to work, for all of us Christians in Japan 
who are grateful to see the Lord’s work ad- 
vance in this splendid way we send to you 
our sincerest thanks. We thank you for your 
warm, heartening letters. We thank you for 
the treasured White Cross supplies. We thank 
you for the Birthday Gift that will erect a 
building of hope and healing in a suffering 
land. We thank you for your prayers, and we 


PAGE 19 


42 
e 
Aa 
4 
4 
i- 
| 
: 
: 
4 
| 


thank you for being what you are, the wonder- 
ful Christian women of America. 

—Sincerely yours, Margaret Taylor (Mrs. A. 
B., Jr.), Secretary, Medical Committee, Japan 
Mission, Presbyterian Church, 


Daniel a Real Prophet 


By Rev. R. D. Littleton, 
Hattiesburg, Miss. 


The Lord Jesus Christ spoke of Daniel the 
prophet as a real prophet, and he referred to 
something he had spoken as that which would 
be fulfilled. So certain was He that it would 
be fulfilled as Daniel had predicted, He re- 
affirmed it, and told the disciples what to do 
when it occurred. The destruction of the tem- 
ple happened as it was foretold by Daniel. 


I am acquainted with quite a few real scholars 
who accept the book of Daniel as real history, 
and I am unacquainted with any historical rec- 
ord that denies this fact. 


Yet in spite of this we read from the Rev. 
E. T. Thompson’s comments in the Outlook for 
the lesson studied in Sunday School, August 
14, 1955, something contrary to this viewpoint. 
He writes: 


“It is now generally agreed that the book 
of Daniel was written in the early days of 
this crucial struggle to encourage the Jews 
to retain their faith at whatever cost, to en- 
courage those that had to choose between 
idolatry and death to prefer unhesitantly the 
latter. Jt wis a _ historical romance, modern 
scholars affirm, rather than pure history.” 


I would like for Mr. Thompson to prove 
from historical records that the book of Daniel 
was written in the days of the Maccabeans, and 
I would also like for him to show from quota- 
tions from the church Fathers instances where 
they indicated that it was a historical romance, 
and not pure history. 


It is a favorite pastime of liberal theologians 
to try to appear intelligent by rejecting the 
Biblical record as being historically true, even 
_in places where it purports to be true history. 
It strikes me that in their desire to appear un- 
usually intelligent, they have proved themselves 
less than humble before the Word of God. They 
project themselves into that unenviable position 
to which Christ referred when he said, ‘““Who- 
soever therefore shall break one of these least 
commandments and teach men so, he shall be 
called least in the kingdom of heaven.” ‘There 
may be those who are popular in the church 
who do these things, but they cannot escape 
being judged as Christ said. They will make 
a very small contribution to the kingdom of 
God. 
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On the Glowing Western Slopes 


The records are full of cases of folks who 
have stayed gingery and productive, even into 
the 80’s and 90’s. Michelangelo painted the 
ceiling of the Sistine chapel on his back on a 
scaffold at near 90. 


George Santayana said at 82, “I have never 
been happier in my life than right now.” 


Daniel Auber wrote his “Dream of Love” in 
his 80’s and said, “I’m not 80; I am four 
times 20.” 


Paderewski at 79 played the piano superbly. 
At 88 John Wesley preached every day. 
Tennyson published “Crossing the Bar” at 83. 


Booth Tarkington wrote sixteen novels after 
60—some of them when he was almost totally 
blind. 


Of Benjamin Franklin, Walter B. Pitkin said: 
“Men have forgotten the first half of his life. 
The world will never forget the second.” Frank- 
lin went to France in the service of his country 
at 78, and wrote his autobiography at over 80. 

—From Sunshine Magazine. 


Church News 


DEATH OF DR. I. E. WALLACE 


Clemson, S. C. — Dr. I. E. Wallace of Clem- 
son, retired Presbyterian minister, died August 
9 in a hospital at Anderson, S. C. 


Dr. Wallace had retired as a minister in 1948, 
but was continuing as supply pastor and at the 
time of his death was serving Flat Rock Pres- 
byterian Church in Anderson County, S. C. 


He was a native of Sale Creek, Tenn., and 
attended King College at Bristol, Tenn., from 
which he received the BA and honorary Doctor 
of Divinity degrees. Later he attended Colum- 
bia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Ga., and 
Princeton Theological Seminary in New Jersey, 
graduating from the latter and doing post grad- 
uate work there. He was ordained by Bethel 
Presbytery in 1904. 


Dr. Wallace was pastor at Heath Springs and 
Liberty Hill, S. C., and at Pelzer, Seneca, and 
Richland, S. C. For one year—1923-24, he was 
superintendent of Home Missions for Piedmont 
Presbytery, and lived in Anderson, S. C. From 
1924-1932, he served as stated supply and pastor 
of Plaza Church, Charlotte, N. C., a church he 
had organized. Seneca Presbyterian Church, 
Seneca, S. C., was also organized by him. 


Surviving Dr. Wallace are his wife, Mrs. Sal- 
lie Sherard Wallace of Clemson; one son, the 
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Rev. T. F. Wallace of LaFayette, La.; oue daugh- 
ier, Mrs. B. H. Hodges of Clemson; four grand- 
children; one great-grandchild; two_ brothers, 
G. B. and L. A. Wallace, both of Chattanooga, 
Tenn.; and two sisters, Mrs. B. W. Gray of 
Hixson, Tenn., and Mrs. J. B. James of Sale 
Creek, Tenn. 


Funeral services for Dr. Wallace were held 
at Fort Hill Presbyterian Church, Clemson, 
with the Rev. Charles E. Raynal and the Rev. 
George R. Cannon officiating, and burial was 
in Old Stone Church Cemetery near Clemson. 


An Oriental Farewell Party 


Memphis, Tenn. — Second Presbyterian 
Church was recently host at an “oriental’’ party 
in honor of the pastor’s daughter, Miss Cor- 
nelia Dick, who sails soon for missionary work 
in Japan. Miss Dick, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. 
A. W. Dick, of Second Church, will sail August 
27 from San Francisco to Kobe, Japan. There 
she will study the Japanese language two years 
and then teach in the Mission School of the 
Presbyterian Church. Her first term in Japan 
will be supported by Second Presbyterian 
Church. 


The reception, given in Miss Dick’s honor, 
August 12, had an oriental theme carried out 
in the decorations and refreshments, and a port- 
able typewriter was presented to the honoree 
as a bon voyage present. Members of the Women 
of the Church were in charge of the party ar- 
rangements. 


Miss Dick graduated from Queens College, 
Charlotte, N. C., did post graduate work at 
Memphis State, and this past year she has been 
teaching at French Camp Academy, a Presby- 
terian home mission school in French Camp, 
Miss. After several weeks in the indoctrination 
course for missionaries at Montreat, she was 
commissioned to serve overseas. 


A NOTABLE CELEBRATION 


Raeford, N. C. — On Sunday, August 13, one 
of the oldest churches in this section of North 
Carolina held a special Homecoming Service 
and dedicated a historic highway marker which 
noted the church’s old and unique place in 
this area of Presbyterianism. Bethel Presby- 
terian Church, whose year of birth coincides 
with that of the nation, was historically recog- 
nized at the special service and at the unveiling 
of a highway marker on U. S. 15-A. Tommy 
Wright, seven-year-old son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Julian Wright, unveiled the marker, obtained 
through efforts of the Hoke County Chapter of 
the United Daughters of the Confederacy. 


The day’s program ‘began with the regular 
morning worship service, followed by a picnic, 
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of the new marker. 


and afterwards, the special Homecoming Day 
pregram and dedication ceremony. The Rev. 
L. A. McLaurin, pastor of Bethel Church from 
1901 to 1906, preached the sermon for the 


historic affair. Mr. McLaurin, now retired and 


residing with his daughter in Kings Mountain, 
N. C., was pastor at Bethel when that church 


organized the Raeford Presbyterian Church. 


Although Bethel began in 1776, little is known 
of its earliest history which may have predated 
its organization for some time. The ceremonies 
on August 13 also marked the 100th anniversary 

of’ the present church building—third to be 


is 
erected since Bethel’s congregation was organ- 


ized. 


There were other former pastors of Bethel 
present for the ceremonies,.and who included 
the Rev. Eugene Alexander, now retired, of 
Sanford, N. C., pastor from 1916 to 1923; and 
the Rev. W. B. Gaston, present pastor cl Mc- 
Pherson Church in Cumberland County, N. C., 
who was pastor of Bethel from 1944 to 1917. 


Two other speakers took part-in the program. 
One, Oscar Leach, Raleigh attorney, and son 
cf the late Mr. and Mrs. Ashe Leach of Bethel 
community, discussed the history of the church; 
and W. S. Tarlton, chief researcher of the North 
Carolina Department of Archives and History, 
told about the steps taken which led to erection 
Mr. Tarlton presided at 
the unveiling ceremonies. 


In his address, Mr. Tarlton related the inci- 


dent of William Tecumseh Sherman’s visit to 


the church when the commander of the Union 
Forces marched through North Carolina in 
1865. On a blank page in Bethel Church’s pul- 
pit Bible, Sherman wrote the following instruc- 
tions to the Rev. Hector McNeill, pastor there 
at that time: 


“Mr. McNeill will please preach a sermon on 
the illusions of pleasure and hope. 


“Mr. McNeill will please prove the absurdity 
of the Universalist doctrine. 


“Mr. McNeill will preach a sermon from the 


first Epistle of John, 4th chapter, 4th verse. 


“Mr. McNeill will please pray for Old Abe. 


By order of W. T. Sherman, 
Maj. Gen. Com’'d. U. S. Forces 
March 9, 1865.” 


_ The page with these requests is now preserved 
in the Historical Foundation Archives at Mon- 


treat. 


“Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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Addition to Faculty of A.T.S. 


M:s. Leath Penn of Richmond is to serve this 
year as a part-time member of the faculty at 
the Presbyterian Assembly’s Training School, 
directing the students’ field work activities, as 
announced by President Charles E. S. Kramer. 
Mrs. Penn is serving on an interim basis in 
the absence of the Director of Field Work, Miss 
Sara Little, who is on a year’s leave of absence 
at Yale University continuing graduate study 
toward a doctor’s degree. 


Mrs. Penn, a native of California and a grad- 
uate of Adelphia College, has been a resident 
of Richmond for the past fourteen years. She 
is an active member of the Second Presbyterian 
Church, having served as superintendent of 
the pioneer department of the Sunday school, 
and directed their weekday projects. She has 
also worked in vacation church schools at the 
Gamble’s Hill Community House. For the cur- 
rent year she is president of the Women of the 
Church. Mrs. Penn was formerly employed by 
the Presbyterian Board of Christian Education 
here as editorial assistant in the Young People’s 
division, and for a time was acting editor of 
“Presbyterian Youth,” a quarterly program 
magazine for young people of the church. 


Dr. Rhodes Reports on Israeli 


Memphis, Tenn. — Dr. Peyton N. Rhodes, 
president of Southwestern, returned to Mem- 
phis August 19, after a month overseas during 
which time he participated in the dedication 
of a new liberal arts university at Tel Aviv, 
Israel. Dr. Rhodes was a representative of the 
Association of American Colleges. 


The Southwestern president spoke August 7 
at the dedicatory services for the new Israeli 
university. Commenting on the institution, Dr. 
Rhodes said that it is patterned after American 
liberal arts schools rather than the European, 
and is similar to Southwestern. The Tel Aviv 
school, composed of an impressive, modern cam- 
pus, was built with funds raised by American 
Jews. 


Dr. Rhodes told reporters on his return from 
the Holy Land that the success of Israeli will 
come only through peace—but how to bring this 
peace about is the problem. The college head 
spent 12 days in Israeli. 


Idlewild a Legatee 


Memphis, Tenn. — Idlewild Presbyterian 
Church was left a bequest of $5000 by James 
D. Collier, Sr., who died August 8. Mr. Collier, 
executive of the James D. Collier & Co., insur- 
ance firm, stipulated that the gift was to be 
used for the development of the church. The 
rest of the estate was left to members of the 
family. 
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THE GENERAL FUND AND 
INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 


Statement of Receipts 
January 15 - August 31, 1955 


THE GENERAL FUND AGENCIES 
Budget for 1955 $777,378.00 
Received from January 16 through 


August 31, 1955 243,800.27 
Percentage of annual budget 

received to date 31.36 
Balance needed for the year 533,577.73 


INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 


Budget for 1955 $19,700.00 
Received from Jan. 15 through 
August 31, 1955 7,948.91 


Percentage of annual budget 
received to date 38.00 
Balance needed for the year $12,151.09 


Extract From Recent Bulletin 


Ist Church, Raleigh, North Carolina 


Last Sunday morning the Session of this 
church regretfully accepted the resignation of 
the Reverend James William McGinnis, in 
order that he might accept the call to the Trinity 
Presbyterian Church of Havelock, N. C. This 
young church near the Marine Air Base at 
Cherry Point has presented a challenging call 
which Mr. McGinnis and his wife feel is from 
the Lord to them. We cannot therefore do 
other than to let them go with the unbounded 
gratitude of this congregation for their splendid 
services to this church. The Session unanimous- 
ly voted to give Mr. McGinnis a vacation from 
September 15 to October 15, when his new re- 
lationship will begin in Havelock. He returns 
today from his period of active chaplaincy with 
the National Guard at Fort Bragg. 


CONSECRATED WEALTH 


Mobile, Ala. — Walter D. Bellingrath, an 
active Presbyterian, president of the Coca-Cola 
Bottling Co. of Mobile, and founder of the 
famous Bellingrath Gardens, died at Mobile, 
August 8. Mr. Bellingrath, who became 86 years 
old only two days before his death, developed 
the more than 600-acre gardens from a farm 
site originally bought for a fishing lodge. It 
took thirty gardeners and two top-flight land- 
scape architects fifteen years to perfect the gar- 
dens as they are now. 7 


In 1950 Mr. Bellingrath set up the Belling- 
rath Gardens Foundation, income from which 
goes to the Central Presbyterian Church and 
St. Francis Methodist Church, both in Mobile; 
to Southwestern College at Memphis and Still- 
man College at Tuscaloosa, Ala., both Presby- 
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terian schools; and to Huntingdon College, 
\fontgomery, Ala., a Methodist School. 


Under the foundation trust, the Presbyterian 
schools and Central Presbyterian Church in 
Mobile, receive the following division from an- 
nual net income of the Gardens: Southwestern 
at Memphis, 40 percent; Stillman College, 10 
per cent; and Central Church, 15 per cent. 


Besides his presidency of the Ccca-Cola Com- 
pany at Mobile, Mr. Bellingrath was president 
of the Lerio Corp., and the Mobile Warehous- 
ing Co., an officer in other Coca-Cola com- 
panies, director of the First National Bank of 
Mobile and of the Mobile Press Register. He 
was one of the four founders of the giant Wa- 
terman Steamship Corporation. He had been 
president of the Mobile Chamber of Commerce, 
ancl director and president of the Mobile Com- 
munity Chest drive. In 1951 he received the 
honorary degree of doctor of humanities. 


He is survived by a sister, Mrs. Kate Brown 
of Selma, Ala. 


MISSISSIPPI 


First, Hollandale—For eight successive Tuesdays dur- 
ing the summer this church conducted a day camp at 
the nearby Leroy Percy State Park, open to boys and 
girls of the community. A total projected registration 
of forty developed into a registration of more than a 
hundred. The children and the volunteer adult leaders 
went to the park in a bus carrying streamers, “Presby- 
terian Day Camp.” The weekly program consisted of 
swimming, nature walks, softball, volleyball, badminton, 
relay races, table games in the park lodge, and an as- 
sembly period for singing and a Bible story. The project 
was directed by the minister, Rev. W. A. Gamble, and 
Mrs. Gamble, with various ladies of the church furnish- 
ing fine leadership. The boys and girls had a good 
time, were helped in many ways, and the church re- 
ceived much favorable publicity in this pioneer under- 
taking under auspices of the church. 


THE PILGRIM’s PRoGREsS. Wade C. Smith. 
W. A. Wilde Company. $2.50. 


Wade C. Smith has rewritten Pilgrim’s 
Progress and illustrated it by means of The 
Little Jetts. He has greatly reduced the original 
work and eliminated repetitions appearing in 
the original. He has, however, kept intact the 
marvelous allegory and meaningful names of 
the characters. In this work we have the quin- 
tessence of Pilgrim’s Progress in one hundred 
and four pages of large print. His preface gives 
a thumbnail sketch of Bunyan’s life and work. 


Mr. Smith has taken the liberty of adding 
four closing paragraphs. It is his conviction 
that Bunyan’s story ends with an anti-climax. 
Ignorance (page 91) comes blithely across the 
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fields “by some other way” and is rebuked by 
Christian, and they (Christian and Hopeful) 
leave him lagging on behind. Bunyan carries 
the two pilgrims across the River and into the 
Pearly Gate, which closes, and that is the last 
you see of them. Then comes along Ignorance 
who “has not a roll” and is barred out and cast 
into the abyss. Thus the story ends with a 
very sad note. Mr. Smith wanted to follow 
Christian and Hopeful into the Gate and see 
their triumphal entry and arrival at the Great 
White Throne. 


Bunyan’s story closes with “And I saw there 
was a way to Hell, ay, even from the Gates of 
bliss, as well as from the City of Destruction.” 
Mr. Smith has added, “And I turned and looked 
again, and peered through the gate, for now 
it seemed the music and shouting were greater 
and more wonderful than ever, and, lo! the 
whole place shone like the sun; the streets were 
of pure geld; and in the midst of it all there 
flowed a pure river, clear as crystal, flowing 
out from the throne of God and of the Lamb; 
and on either side of the river was there the 
Tree of Life, which bare twelve manner of 
fruits, and yielded her fruit every month; and 
the leaves of the tree were for the healing of 
the nations. 


“And in my dream, of a sudden, I saw again 


these two pilgrims, yet no longer pilgrims, for 


they had glorified bodies and sang with the 
hosts of heaven; and their faces seemed to shine 
with joy, as the joy of the redeemed; and I 
caught something of the words they were sing- 
ing, which said, ‘And there shall be no night 
here, nor the need of candle nor the light of 
the sun, for the Lord God is the light of this 
place; and there shall be no more curse, nor 
pain, nor sorrow, nor crying, for the throne of 
God and of the Lamb is here, and we His ser- 
vants shall serve Him; His name is in our fore- 
heads and we shall stand in His presence, for- 
ever and forever.’ 


“And as they sang, they advanced before the 
throne whereon the King sat, and did kneel, and 
cast their crowns down before Him; and they 
looked up, and the King smiled. Then burst 
forth again the music of heaven. 


| “So I did awaken, and, lo! it was a dream.” 


In no sense is this abridged edition intended 
to take the place of Bunyan’s unabridged work. 
It has been boiled down to serve the purpose 
of whetting the appetite of young people, so 
that they will want to read the entire text. Mr. 
Smith’s editorial work is superbly done, his 
illustrations are vivid and intriguing. This book 
ought to be required reading for every child. 
Adults could also profit tremendously by 
perusing its pages. —yJ.R.R. 
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